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Chemistry!

Everything is chemistry.
Natural does not save you from chemistry.
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Stuff and Things



Stuff and 
Things

◦ Dedicated dye gear NO MORE 
FOOD USE

◦ Digital scales are worth the cost

◦ Crockpots are GREAT! (again.. Non 
food use only)

◦ Samples in a water bath (tiny 
volume, splotches are a hazard)

◦ Journal and keep samples. Decide 
what that looks like for you EARLY 
in your dye career. Write 
EVERYTHING down.
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Fibre Prep



Fibre Prep

◦ Cannot dye dry fibre; wool does not like getting 
wet

◦ Yarn is a good compromise between the fussy 
of fleece and the physical challenge of fabric

◦ Winding skeins is boring, bring friends (or 
movies)

◦ Niddy noddies not required (also not 
expensive!)

◦ Tie off in at least 4 places

◦ Labels are important. Tyvek labels are 
awesome.

◦ Scour. If cellulose, scour it again.
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Mordants
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Mordants

◦ Use your own judgment on comfort 
levels with mordants. 

◦ Iron likes to stick. Disposable is best.

◦ Tin mordant discovered just barely out 
of period.. 1625

◦ Mordant in batches and dry to use 
later.

◦ Tannins are not a mordant, but act like 
one.
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Making Colour!



Making 
Colour
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o Most of the natural world gives yellow

o Substantive dyes don’t mind 
mordanted fibre

o Can make dye liquor in advance

o Just leave the bits, they shake off 
MUCH easier when dry

o If you are containing the bits in a bag, 
nylon or polyester is best

o Vat dyes are their own beasts and 
ignore most of everything. 



After Care
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◦ Let the dyed yarn sit and stew for a 
week or two. (Remember which yarns 
are rinsed and which are not!)

◦ Rinse and rinse and rinse. Til you are 
willing to drink the water.

◦ Label, label, label!

◦ Actually use your dyed fibre! :)

After Care
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Any questions?
luciademoranza@gmail.com

FB: Heather Bogart Davies
https://renaissancecanuck.ca/
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